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 PROVIDENCES: 


ESPECIALLY THE 


Immediate Hand of GO D 


UPON THE 


STRAITS-FLEET. 


Improved n a SERMON, 
Preacht, April 1. 1694. 
Wherein is plainly ſhew'd* the Caufes and Tokens 
; of Gods preſent Controverfie with us, eſpecially 
for our Non-improvement of National Delive- 
rances to an Obliged Reformation. 
From EZEKIEL V. viii. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, behold, I, even 1 am « 


as chr and will execute Fudgments in the midſt of thee, 
ſight of the Nations. 


x A& 


Luke 43. 3. 'Oun Be hand EAN ids 1a wnrayonry mal0pc & ou) TR5 


Micah 6; þ LOO Cn Gly, lad uh Man of Wrldom 

ſee 1tby Name ; bear ye the Rod, and who bath d is. Em 

"tmay Bind inp 7 tin Ae erin fre mae es 
my *wy 5 an over fliwing in nine at- 

ger, and great Hail-flones in my Fury to conſume it. 
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"By Fonathan Owen Paſtor of 8 Congregation i in Southwark. 
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Cape Anthony Clifford, 
At Pechban near London.” 


: $\ I R; 

"He Sn write upon moſt confels 

Re a dilenal AlpeRt » uport this 

ſinful» Nation-;/i and-were not 1- well 
aſſured of your i full. Satiefadtivn i in, and- your” 
Zealous:: Aﬀfection tv> the | preſenc 'mercifully 
wy gem Government, ( evento the- hazard- 
ing of your. Perſon as formerly, if not ſuper- 

i 5 eddec po " ſhould noc venthre-46:ſhelter this 
poor Eſſay tor the: Publick 'Welfare- under the 
Patronage»of your Noble Name. Nor do | 
_ Ng R rae lodge. the like Charitable 

ering your un- -' 
wo late, w' In Compliance with the- !: 
wordy Re cls, Nenent agg is at laſt pre- 
vailed with to Rane this his mean. Endea- 
vour to 'Publick View and Cenſure, as being 
conſtrained thereunto by them that judge ber- 
A 2 


rer 


"The Epiſtle Dedicavry. 

ter of it than my ſelf; and to whom as I now 
ſtand related I can -no-realonabM-Re. 
queſt for the Publick's their good : There- 
fore | hope, Sir, yow Will put an amicable 
confirnre on upon the whyle, a & oh" condeſcend 


26 a hw 8d yo fer- 


vent - aaap woe ed, Viz; 
* The Convincing and Awakening this ſinful 
{ecure Nation, becauſe the Sins 
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- _ "To the Reader. 

them, (as Vipers in their Native Land) and m 
Praying for them, leave them to the Juſtice of 
the Nation; in the mean time Jlet us improve our - 
preſent Mercies, and bleſs God for what we enjoy of 
-Peace and Liberty at home; and chearfully contribute 
to this neceſſary defenſive War abroad, ſince our De- 
liverer himſelf is expoſed to the greateſt Dangers, 
( whom God Preſerve- and Proſper.) Reader, if 
with the preſent Hand of God ſtretcht aut againſt 
us, this Sermon might obtain its deſigned ph, de» 
fired end, - then may we be a happy People, and 1 
hall greatly rejoyce, who in compliance with | ſome 
hp feftonatal beard it, for Ax +4 
* mory ferves, have thrown n my ſmall Mite, for the 

general good of my Native Countrey, arid ſhall fol 
| it with my Prayers, who am thine in the bonds 
of the Goſpel, 


Jonathan Owen. 


ik ie et; CTP ; 
" 2b:3A-5+ 
6. dre. Chun vinyl WAS oY 


VC SHIRT | A nin LL yi wt 


wo KWLUUWH + B0643-1h7 


Ll - o _ , La. | o”_ 
ab , ; * —-  WAEt 
& +#,"-3 TO, * FA41 
y'QT 


* Ip | 4 S = : _ WW, 
: > ; | »— 2 ; 
__ .m9111 We; DO mnt voor oY [angzu bas qa 17 


6 : - hg, 
= 2 thts =» fo. þ - - : 


Ltd _ 


" ndinak we 4s 11h art — > Ip Tg 
We Dn nee i be 
- Eo a= regs. vin 4 
boufore this (nb Land 1604, Babold, 1 
WE 1, 
x Rn y . , 4nd, will Execace 
v4 youg xl h of thee,” int” the - 


Ut ; ſb 5g es 
"Eo: w TEE gy os Man, 
thee @. 
$ Cre Wet wg a yo & Ia 


Hand 6f-God 
TIS I COIDES 


nh Ee di | 
Fs nv Nations that hs round be y'; Taps by 


(2) 

manifold Bleffings and ſignal Favours which God gave them, and 
ſhould have been improved to thankfulneſs and Obedience to 

but were not: but I hambly conceive it rather relates to their Sins; 
becauſe ye multiplied moye than the Nations that are round about you 
inSin ; thy Tranſgrefſions have been more and of « deeper Dye hes 
theirs, thou haſt more gri offended than the very Heathens 
that know not God ; and the por wig Arca explain it : And bave 
not walked is Statutes, new my Fragments, nei- 
ther doo ied my +0 the Tudgements of the N that are 
round about you ; i. e, Heathens have beea more faithful to 
their falſe Gods, than you have been to Me the only aged, 
they have by the Light of Necure been. mare xo their 
* crael Injunftions, than you have been to my Holy, and Divige In- 
ſtirutions ; they have been ftedfaſt ro-cheir Gods ; but 'yqu have 
been given to change; and not only to comply with t but 
you have exceeded them in Sin and Guilt: Therefore thus ſaith the 
Lard God, 1, even 1, &c. 


In the Words you have theſe things conſiderable : 
1, An Argumentative, awful Preface, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
God ; Wherefore ? Becauſe ye multipli'd more than the Nations 


thas are romnd abont you : You excel'd them in Sin and Wickedneb. 
2. You have a neceffary Duty calf'd for and required from them ; 
Bebold, the Word imports the Clearnefs, Certainty and Awfaul- 
neſs. of the things he is about ro Denounce and are, as being 
ſomewhat extraordinary, which duety weighed by them, might 
make their Ears TingFe to hear it, and cauſe their Hearts to trem- 
ble to Meditace upon it; for it's the worſt and ſevereſt of Judge- 
ments, Thus ſaith the Lord God, I, even I, am againſt thee, &c. 
3. You have the' SubjeQ-marter it ſelf, which 1 can ſcarce with- 
our Horror and Trepidation mention: 7, even, 1 am againſt 
thee; mark the Congemmination, 7, even /, not ouce Fa but 
twice /; even /, that it might make the greater Impreſſion upon 
them; 7 that formerly fer 'my Heart upon ou, am,now wean'd 
from you ; / that choſe you before ations, - aot, becauſe 
you were more than others, but only becauſe 7 had a Favour for 
: 1 even 1, that took you into ſpecial Covenant with my 
do.now declare againſt you ; 7 that have Gracioully | ſuper- 
intended you, do now take my Heart off from you; / tar have 
wrought wonders for you in the ſight of the Nations, gn nar 


(3) 

ſerves you alive in Famine, 7 that defiver'd yoa out of che 

of the Cruel Tun Pharaoh, I that divided the- Red-Sea, 
that fed you in the Wilderneſs, 7 that bave carried you as 
Exgles Wings all your days, / that have been a Father a 
to you, 1, even [am againſt you, may Heart can't be 

, nor can Tbear with you any longer, 
Evidence and full Confirmation of this 
his being turr'd & their Enemy, And will execute Fudgments 
in the midſt} of thee : | will not only ſhake the Rod over you, 
bue [| will hart ee do eo ſhall ſmart and groan 
ondes it ſenſibly. rat 1 So Bo" ey forys ſhall not be done 
in & Corner, *or uporr a part of you, bat 5 the midſt of you: 
1 wilt frrike at che very Heart, yoo ſhall feel it, for 1 will ex- 
ecate Judgments one upon another in the midſt of you; you 
fhalt be fiek of my Smiring, and groan ander my heavy Judg- 
ments in the midſt of you; my Hearc ſhall not Pity, my Hand 
ſhalt not help you ; but I will with my immediate Hand afflict 
you with Judgrients one on the Neck of another in the midſt 
of you. 

he 


5. You have the fore Aggravation of it, and that in the ſight 

of the Nations round about ; as your Sins have been, fo ſhall your 

be; yon diſhonour'd me with your Abominations before 

the Heathens, and 1 wiltexecute my Judgments before the Nations : 

You have - not ceas'd to prophane my Name before them, and in 

their fight will 1 vindicate my great Name ;. and ſhew that f[ 

am of Purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ;, they that beheld your 

Sins, ſhall be ors of my Judgments in the mid{t of you ; 
Therefore thus, QC. 


From the Words, I ſhall Collett and Depoſe ſeveral Do- 
Qrines, but ſhall ſpeak more fully to the laſt of them. 


Dot. 1. That Miniſters. of the Goſpel, like faithful Watchmen, 
muſt give their People warning of apprehended, preſent and approach» 
ing Judgments: So did the Prophet, and 1o.muſt all others, if they 
will be faithfol ro Chriſt, and the precious Souls they are to 
watch over: We muſt declare, what of the Night,. and like Paxil, 
keep back norbing, thar we might Have. their Record, that we are 
clear from the Blood of all men, Als 20.27, 1ſe. 58.1. There 
kith- God to- the Prophet, Cry _— fare not, lift up thy _ 
2 li 


is, ©, 
ke 4 Trumpet, and People their Tranſgreſſions, and the 
=> of Facob he "ple -_ | n 


DoR. 2. That whatſoever Perſonal, Family or National Jude. 
ments befall a People, it is \certaen thats Sin 1: the meritorious pro. 
caring cauſe of them : It's Sin that is the Teeming Mother of all 
Milchief, the procuring cauſe of all Calamities whatſoever : Its 
that which lets in all Miſery, and cauſerh Deſtruftion to come 
in upon a People like an armed Man, or an overflowing Flood ; 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God,. &c. becauſe 'ye multiplid more 
thas, &c, It was Feraſalems Abominations, which inevitably 
brought their Delolations; and it's Englands Sins that cauſe God 
to -execure Judgments in the, midſt of us at this day : If Sin a- 
bounds without controul, Judgments will follow, Ezck. 14. 23. 
for he doth nothing without 4 cauſe; and it's not difficult to relate 
what is the Caole of great Anger being gong out from the Lord 
againſt rhis 'Land'; not _the late Deliverance which" God- graci- 
oufly wrought for us, as ſome little betrer than Papiſfts dream, 


but our not improving ſo unſpeakable a Mercy to an obliged 
Reformation. yW- 


Doft. 3. In all the Judgments, which are executed -wpen 4 Peo- 
ple, God bimfelf bath a Hand in #t;, and ſometinges more vi- 
fibly than at”"orher times, Ames 3.6. 1/4i..42. 24,25. Who gave 
Facob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the Robbers ; did not the Lord, be 
againſt whom we bave ſinned? For they would not walk, in bis 
ways, neither were they obedient unto his Law. Therefore be bath 
pewred _ bim the Fury of his Anger, and the: ſtrength of Bat- 
rel, and it bath ſet bim on fire round about, yet he knew not ; 
and it buried him, yet he laid 5t not to; Heart,”\ No: Afftiftions 
or Judgments ariſe out of the Duſt ; it's an  Expreſſion.moce fit 
for an Atheiſt than Chriſtians, to attribute AMictions and Judg- 
ments to Chance and Fortune: 7 will exccare Judgment" wa the 
midſt of thee, in the ſight of the Nations. 


Dot. 4: When en for "the Sins of 9 Nai eh EXEcuts 
Fudgments,' at be "rfaſonably expefts, ſo they [erioxſly ſhowd' taks 
yo, ry ir; Therefore thu ad Lord, behold,. &c...it's no 
ſmall Aggravation of bur Gailt and Miſery, for Perſons lightly 
ro paſs over the evident tokens of Gods diſpleaſure ; This is but 

| . þ*- to 


wo 


TE = wed ad 
to intangle our felves fo much the and to make our bands 
of Sorrow with the Judgments of God fo much the ſtrong 
and heavier, Iſai. 26. 11. When thy Hand is lifted up, they wil 
not ſee, but thy ſhall jee and bt aſhamed at it. 


Doc. 5." Of al Judgments, for the great God to manifeſt or 
declare bimſelf to be” againſt a People or 4 Nation, is the worſs 
and ſoreſt. As David ſaid of Goliab's Sword, 1 Sam. 21. 9. There 
is wone like that ; ſo of all that can befall a. People, there is none 
like this ] for God to be againſt them, char have ſer them. 
ſelves againſt him: 7, even 1, am againſt thee, and will execute Trdg- 
ments in the midſt of thee, in the fight of the Nations. 


In the Profecution of this Doctrine, I ſhall endeavour to keep 
to this Method. 


I. I ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions to explicate this Do- 
Qrine, and to preſerve thoughts of God, tho? in a way 


of Judgment' with a finful People and Nation. 


II. 1 ſhall make ſomeinquiry, What are thoſe Sins that have, 
and it is to be fear'd now do,- provoke God to proceed in a 


way of Judgment againſt a-People or a Nation. 


NI. 1-ſhall demonſtrate, -what are the diſmal Signs and ſad To- 
kens of Gods being againſt a People 'or @ Nation. 


IV. I ſhall evince, thatof all Judgments which may befall a Peo- 
ple or a Nation, there is none comparable ta, - or greater than Gods 
manifeſt declaring himſelf ro be againſt a People or Nation. 


.V; 1 ſhall improve the whole - with ſome PraQtical Applica. 


tions. 


(1.) The Propoſitions needful to explicace the Doctrine, they 
are theſe: following. '' | 

i.” Prop. The: Great, Soveraign and Alwiſe God, doth not ab- 
ſolutely a7 ons in ſetting himſelf againſt a People, or-in manife- 
ſting himſelf. 


to- be againſt a Nation in a way of Judgment : _ 
a Or- 


, (6) 
forkid that any Hould ſuch hank thoughts of 1 
TZDESTI ine that be takes in. waſting 
deftroying his Creatures./ be hath fully declar'd himlelf © 
the contrary in his. Word, which we have the bighet Reaſon 
to believe : For he is Truth, and can't deny himielf :* There. 
fore the Church kept up believing good thoaghts' of God an- 
der the howeft Furnace of - Aﬀiction : - Lam. 3. 324 33. The' 
be cauſe grief, yet will be bave Compaſſion, according to rhe 1Mul. 
ritude of bis AMereies ; for he doth not afflits willingly, ner grieue 
the Children of Aſc; i e, He doth noc effi from 'hir - frart,, 
but like a tender Loving Father, who- will not fpare tn earrett 
his Child as the Fault requires, bur yet pot without natuzal Re- 
lutancy and Bowels : Thence it is, that Judgment, tho? it be his 
Work, yet ic is calld &ss ſtrange AG, iſo. 28:21, if 27, 4 Fr. 
ry is not in.me, i. e. againſt my People. Well, letix be remem- 
berd, that God doth not abſolutely delight ro be executing his 
Jadgments.in the midit of a_ People, or a Nation. 


2, Prop. As God: doth} not delight ts' execate his Jadgments 
in the midſt of a People, ſo upon honourable Terms to him, 
and ealie and able ro us, be i willing to let fall his quar- 
rel,; and with-hold his Jadgmeors from us: See 'thoſe Places, and 
conſider them,  Ferem. 3. 125/03. Go and m:; theſe Words 
toward the North, and. ſay, Return thou 
the Lard;' and ] mell-nit cauſe mine 


or ever; 


ed af | 


, be 
Fire | 


of Gods Wrath 


our ſetves, earneftly pray and unfeignedly 


il of our 2 Chorn.77. 14, 15. 1p "px 

Hand in” England: threatned Danger, fo id en- 

deavour to preventir  ſprody Repentance e, and thorough 
rmation ; for is" nc Voice of Providence at this 


ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ? So 


ire, what arethoſe Abominations which 
Lord, by his late Diſpenſations, 
tven 1, am againſt thee, and will 

F might anſwer, As all - 
Majeſty, fo like Fael 
following, bon» Fa. 

? 
Judgments upon a' People & 


parievlarly, 
wo Wrath 


"1: It is_corrupting the-true Worſhip of God, and defiling the 
pure Inſtitutions of Chriſt with the Inventions of Men; when 
are made neceſſary, which never came inco the 


to: ordain, and 4 C_— hath by his Word 
flighted and 'diſregarded: Ditforder among the 
ted God to viti them with ſore Trials, AﬀMiNi- 


of Gods Order works all chiag; 
id and alfowed : If Nadab and 
Fire, God will declare their Sig, and '©t up 
rath by the Judgment of ſtr arge Fire from 
:Lev.10.1,2DidnotUszadig his ownGrave 
the ehmmand, tho? our of a good liicntion, 
Hand to f@pport the: trembling Ark ? 1; ror. 
wherefore did God. fo much fer him{clf again/ 
' was it not for their ſpiritual Whoredoms an4 Idola!cy ? 
W . . Jee 
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is (way. of affropcing Gods ;Auihoricy, * al- 
Coden: | ome £ ;iplegl /n 


upon Bu wing the | Head, and' berd- 

| foſauey [the lame time” have 
Him; - Hearts + and.” Lives : 
es Him to declare by his 

, and wd. execute Tibalg ment 


and-d<eparting-from God, this alſo, 
ion > , When theilababicancs of a 
y wicked, Pſal. 36. 


ſe, and ad be ſettith bim- 
Na ar oy backſlidio 


ſromenly-maaio frofatice of ; 
; . that Per- 
crue of the Go- 


were , 
TS, wo for Gods W 


by bis 
agtinſt thee, &c. 
whole 


i. El they 


. 22. The hand of t all thoſe that fear 


oo 
im, but his Power and bi mals, all bat 7 
> Well, you ies that it-is or ng AX Cod hs 


from us; 2 Chron 15, 2. The Lord 5s with 
you while ye be with lim, and if ye ſeth, bim be will be found 
you ; but Fg forjks him, | land ! 
not thou thy God ? Therefore by his Judgments he 


3. Another Sia which provokes God by his Judgments to 
declare himſelf againſt a People or a Nation, is Pike? pride, 
as ſome think, was the Sin that turned the Apoſtate A 
our of Heaven,. and hath ſhut them up in Hells Miſery ; and it's 
this Diabolical reigning common Sin of Pride, that hath juſtly in- 
cenled the anger of the Lord againft this Nation. 1 that 
the root. of Pride is in the Heart, but the Index of if is in the 
Carriage and Habit of Perſons: And ah, alas! did this Heaven- 
ing and Nacion-deſtroying Sin ever” more abound in England 
among all- Ranks and of Perſons? 1s it not 


4 


become a common thing, for Perſons, yea Profeſſors, in effect rs 
quarrel with and Paint- 
ing declare them hath not 
made them in the Faſhion, tho! ſuch Attires are more to be la- 
mented in_Bedlem, permitted- in Chriſtiav Aſſemblies : Be- 
loved, proud Perſons, bid defiance one to 
another. as Pride reigns in the Heart, there can 
be o ſuch a Soul. 1 grant, Perſons might 
be one from another by their Habirs ; but irs nn- 
mon ot eſpecially Profeſſours, ſhould exceed the approved 
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| with us, as is manifeſt by his executin 
in the midſt of us. See theſe Scriptures, P/al. 135. 
I6. 5-. Jer. 50.31, 32» Behold, 1 am againſt thee, O 
ſaith the Lord God of Hoſti: For the day is 
time that 1 will viſit thee. And the moſt proud 
and fall, and ds HY raiſe bim up" and 1 will 
| kindle 
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(46) 
beds fr he and it ſhalt doveur all-round aboxt him. 


| Prophanrion of Gods Holy Sabbath, is bs ano 


ther Sigy w God by rm. 
himſelf Bey Ty ts Pro or or rely Lok qreat God hark hath 


conſulted. his ewa Hopour, .and our good and advan » and 
therefore when he might juſtly alla. + days —% ſeven 
to bimlielf, be bath us fix for our eommon and 
taken to himſelf but one to be __—_— ſpent ( excepting Works 
of Mercy and Neceflity ) in his Publick and Private Worſhip: 
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